Tour Code

RIDING REGAL RAJASTHAN
Destinations

India

Tour Meets
Tour Ends

Jodhpur
Udaipur

Fly in to
Fly out of

Jodhpur Airport (JDH)
Maharana Pratap Airport (UDR)

Group Size
Minimum Age

2-16 riders
18 (on scheduled departures)

PRICING

ACT I V I T Y P R O F I L E

11

Cycling days

58

km
Avg distance / day

634

km
Total cycling distance

US$ 3,800
US$ 250
US$ 350
US$ 765

WHAT'S INCLUDED

WHAT'S EXCLUDED
International ﬂights
Visa fees
Alcohol
Tips

338

m
Avg climbing / day

D E PA R T U R E S

Price
Bike Hire (Mountain Bike)
Bike Hire (E-Bike)
Single Supplement

SpiceRoads jersey
Water bottle
Support vehicle
Guide(s)
Meals (as indicated)
Airport pick up
Airport drop off
Accommodation
Snacks and drinks
Entrance fees

IND-DRJ

13 DAYS
12 NIGHTS

05 February - 17 February 2023
05 March - 17 March 2023
05 November - 17 November 2023

TRIP PROFILE
We ride 636 km in 11 days of cycling, but most of the tour is on ﬂat terrain and on paved roads,
so the distances are not too strenuous. We designed the route to take in the best of Rajasthan's
culture, countryside, and wildlife, all while enjoying an active holiday. There are two strenuous
climbs on Day 10, but the distance is shortened to take the hills into account. The pace is easy,
and on Day 11, there will be an exhilarating descent towards Udaipur.
The trip is fully supported, and your guide’s expert knowledge of the area and terrain means that
you always know what is coming up in terms of distance and difﬁculty. This makes a tremendous
difference, as does the constant supply of cold drinks and fresh fruit.
Suitability: The riding is moderately easy on this tour, with only one day of climbs. Having a basic
level of physical ﬁtness will allow you to enjoy this tour more, especially having spent some time
in the saddle. Again, the tour is fully supported, and the vehicle is always close at hand if
needed.
Biking Conditions: This trip is on a mix of asphalt and gravel roads. As we are riding on minor
roads, they may be in various states of disrepair with many rough sections and pot holes, which is
why we use mountain bikes. An air-conditioned support vehicle travels behind the group, and
participants can cycle as much or as little as they like and still enjoy the same views as the rest of
the group.

Day 1 Arrive Jodhpur
We pick you up from Jodhpur airport and bring you to your central hotel in the blue city where
we meet for dinner and a trip brieﬁng. Our hotel is within the ancient walls and has an
outstanding view of Meherangarh Fort from the rooftop.

Pal Haveli

Dinner

Day 2 Jodhpur - Chandelao
Get up early for an immersive visit to Jodphur. We visit the mighty Meherangarh Fort that hovers
over the city, standing out enormously on the hill 410 feet above the city and acknowledged as
one of the best-preserved forts in India. After our tour, you'll be free to explore the town and
have lunch on your own before we drive to peaceful Chandelao. Chandelao Garh was once the
seat of the Thakur, who administered the affairs of ﬁve villages from this fortiﬁed home for the
Kingdom of Jodphur. It is now an eco-hotel as well as supporting a women's handicraft centre
and computer centre for the village. In the late afternoon we'll have an orientation ride around
the villages of Chandelao Garh. This will also give us an opportunity to test out the bikes and
make any adjustments needed.
Chandelao Garh

Ride 36km

Breakfast, Dinner

+76m

-76m

Day 3 Chandelao - Luni
We join the parade of locals heading out of the village today. They are going to work in their
ﬁelds of jowar, mustard, and lentils. We have a good chance of seeing demoiselle cranes who
migrate to the area after crossing the Himalayas. We pass through small towns and farms; the
terrain gets drier and more arid. En route we can visit a durrie weaver. Though durrie rugs
originate in the desert of Sind (in present Pakistan),these men are potters by caste and have
adopted weaving to revive the ancient tradition. We overnight at a heritage fort hotel in Luni that
has been lovingly restored. It is carved out of red sandstone and has ornately carved latticework
friezes and intricate jharokhas. The village nestles at the base of the fort walls and is a hub of
activity with its many artisans working with metal, clay, or wood, using skills passed down over
the centuries by their ancestors.
Fort Chanwa

Ride 61km

Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner

+103m

-156m

Day 4 Luni - Fort Rakhi
We start from our hotel after breakfast and follow a road parallel to the Luni River. The terrain
gets even more arid, and acacia and prosopis trees dominate the landscape. The rare Black Buck
antelope is plentiful in this area, and so are Chinkara gazelles, Nilgai antelope, desert fox, and
a whole plethora of desert wildlife. We break for lunch near a temple. Set deep into the Thar
desert, Rakhi is a town with minimal means. A population of about 3,000 is mainly subsistence
farmers and livestock herders. The town has huge salt ﬂats on its eastern side and ever-present
mesquite has taken over even the harsh salty landscape, but in turn has given shelter to a variety
of wild animals amongst the thorny forest. We stay with Ajatshatru Singh and his wife Lalita at
their Rawla in the middle of town. Decedents of the local aristocracy and the chief of the area,
Ajatshatru is highly respected by the people in the countryside. He too is a farmer and loves to

welcome guests at his big house. Lalita runs the household and will probably join you for dinner
and share experiences living at Rakhi.
Fort Rakhi

Ride 65km

Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner

+194m

-238m

Day 5 Fort Rakhi
We cycle from Rakhi to the remote villages in the sandy foothills. The terrain changes as we ride
ancient sand dunes where you might spot antelopes, foxes, jackals, or, if you are very lucky,
Indian wolves. We end our day with dinner on a sand hill outside town where, nearby, hundreds
of cows, with their nomadic herders, camp for the night. A sight worth seeing! Then we head back
to Rakhi for one more night with the Singh family.
Fort Rakhi

Ride 52km

Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner

+143m

-141m

Day 6 Fort Rakhi - Bhawrani
After breakfast, we cycle through farm lands and see farmers with their herds ploughing ﬁelds of
mustard and wheat. Our ride takes us on some dirt tracks with views of some old stone quarries.
Our overnight is a former hunting lodge built in the 1940s with art deco elements in the
architecture as was the trend then. There are also beautifully designed stables that will appeal to
horse lovers.
Rawla Bhawrani

Ride 104km

Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner

+336m

-233m

Day 7 Bhawrani - Jojawar
We leave the arid Thar desert behind, and our route weaves past fertile farms, so the area gets
greener. The shepherds of the region are the Rabaris, who are a beautifully dressed tribe with
men in blood-red turbans and women in lovely black and red printed skirts and saris. We might
pass a few herds along the way. As we head further south east, the Aravalli mountains come into

view, and at the foothills is Jojawar town, with its well-established hotel. After check-in, you can
relax by dipping into the pool in this beautifully restored Rawla.
Rawla Jojawar

Ride 56km

Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner

+167m

-86m

Day 8 Jojawar Loop
We cycle into the surrounding foothills, climbing up to a remote railway station set amidst the
Aravali hills. This is where we leave our bikes to board a heritage train ride through the lush
valleys of the Aravali with guaranteed sightings of monkeys! After a short train ride with the locals
we cycle back to our abode the little garrison fort which was once a major principality of the
royal house of Marwar. Bestowed with the title of Rao, the nobles looked after this little ﬁefdom
for about two centuries after its construction in the 18th century. Known by the name of Rawla
Jojawar, the fort is now a converted heritage hotel, recently restored back to its old-world
splendour. The two young sons of the present Rao and Rani Sahiba Maharaj Singh ji, Nagendra,
and Amitvikram Singh, look after the hotel in the Rawla. The rest of the day is free to explore the
Jojawar property or relax by the pool.
Rawla Jojawar

Ride 29km

Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner

+93m

-96m

Day 9 Jojawar - Ranakpur
The Aravali range will be always be on our left as we ride towards the Jain temples of Ranakpur.
The ﬁrst part of the ride will take us through an endless number of dry river beds that carry water
only during the monsoon season. We'll come across some unusual rock formations that were once
under the sea, evidenced by the wave patterns in the rocks. We arrive early in the afternoon at
Ranakpur, one of India's most important Jain temple complexes. There are more than 1,444
marble pillars, carved in exquisite detail with no two pillars the same! We must dress
appropriately to enter, learn about this Jain sect, and explore the complex. It's a short ride to our
resort where you can take a dip in the pool.
Ranakpur Safari Lodge

Ride 68km

Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner

+351m

-237m

Day 10 Ranakpur - Fort Kumbhalgarh
Our ﬁrst long uphill of the tour awaits us! We ride through the Kumbhalgarh Wildlife Sanctuary
as we ascend the Araveli range. The grade is gentle, and we have plenty of time for the 10-km
climb. Once we reached the plateau, the rest of our ride undulates through small farms that have
unique water wheels for irrigation. We have one more hill as we approach the hulking hilltop
fortress of Kumbhalgarh. Built on a hilltop 1100 m above sea level, the fort has perimeter walls
that extend 36 km and contain within them more than 360 temples and two villages. We enter
through a gate where the walls are 15 feet thick! We walk through the main section, and you can
explore further if you like, as our hotel is very close.
The Haveli Resort

Ride 51km

Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner

+1096m

-536m

Day 11 Fort Kumbhalgarh - Udaipur
A great day of cycling awaits, through the rolling countryside starting from the lofty heights of the
Aravali Hills and down through the barren lowlands to the lake city of Udaipur. Famous for its
lakes and stunning palaces, the city was featured in the James Bond ﬁlm “Octopussy”. The
evening is free for you to explore the old town.
Hotel Mahendra Prakash

Ride 86km

+718m

Breakfast, Lunch

-1117m

Day 12 Udaipur Loop
This morning we ride directly from the hotel into the green Udaipur countryside and visit the
Monsoon Palace that offers us spectacular city views. We return to the city by riding around
Fateh Lake and have lunch lakeside. There are a few hours free before we meet up for a tour of
the City Palace and a sunset boat ride on the lake. Our farewell dinner offers us views of this
beautifully illuminated city.
Hotel Mahendra Prakash

Ride 26km

+445m

Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner

-444m

Day 13 Departure
We arrange morning and an afternoon transfer to the airport to catch ﬂights to Delhi or Mumbai.
Breakfast

Disclaimer: The adventure cycling tours we operate often go beyond the beaten track,
and the countries where we ride are not always predictable. Due to these reasons, it is
occasionally necessary to reroute or update itineraries. Our guarantee is that we will
not change a trip unless for safety or to improve it. Our listed hotels are always
accurate at the time of writing, but should we have to change any hotel, it will always
be for a similar or better one.

N U T S & B O LT S

Bikes
Because some people can't imagine going on a trip without their own beloved bicycle, we do not
provide them as part of this tour. However, you can hire bikes locally for the price listed in the
tour pricing section. The bikes are well-known makes of mountain bikes with lightweight alloy
frames, 24- to 27-speed gearing, v-brakes, and Shimano components and front suspension. If
you bring your own bike, please make sure it is a mountain bike, preferably with front
suspension, in good mechanical order.
You can also hire an electric bike (or an E-Bike) for the price listed in the tour pricing section. We
have 2 sizes available: S = 155 cm - 170 cm and M = 171cm - 180 cm. The E-Bikes are GIANT
brand with SHIMANO Alivio1,9 speed, disc brakes, and adjustable suspension fork.

Bike Repairs
Basic spares and tools are carried by the guide and on the support vehicle, though we cannot
guarantee having spares for every conceivable problem. Carrying a basic tool kit, a spare tube
and a pump while riding is recommended.

Safety
Wearing a helmet is required on all our biking adventures and is non negotiable. If you do not
wear a helmet you will not be allowed to cycle. Your tour leader is trained in ﬁrst aid and
emergency rescue, but to a large degree you must be responsible for your own safety while
riding. It is therefore compulsory that you take out travel insurance that will cover you for a
mountain biking tour.

Guides
You will be led by a local English-speaking guide and if the group is 9 people or more we will
add another guide to the tour. All our guides are well informed in the history, culture and religions
of the area where you are biking and are skilled at passing that knowledge on to you. Your guide
is also medically trained and an experienced cyclist, able to handle most minor repairs en route.

THE NITTY GRITTY

Passports and Visas
Please make sure that your passport is still valid for at least six months at the end of the tour. An
electronic visa (e-visa) is available for passport holders of 150 countries including Australia, New
Zealand, UK, USA and citizens of EU countries, with the application and the fee submitted at least 4
days before date of arrival. Fees vary depending on nationality. The visa is valid up to 60 days from
the date of arrival. Visit here to apply and for the full list of eligible countries. For citizens of countries
not speciﬁed a visa must be acquired before arriving in India. Please contact your local Indian
embassy to receive a standard tourist visa. Locations on embassies worldwide are available here.

lh

Health
There are no compulsory vaccinations although it is strongly recommended that you are
vaccinated against Typhoid, and Hepatitis A and B. Tetanus and polio vaccinations should also
be up to date at the time of travel. Please speak to your doctor/physician for the most recent
information.

Weather
As India is such a large country, the climate and weather conditions vary across the vast region.
However, the country is divided into six main climatic zones ranging from arid desert in the west,
alpine tundra and glaciers in the north, and humid tropical in the southwest and the island
territories.
We have tours in the following regions
Rajasthan: weather can be divided into four seasons - summer, monsoon, post-monsoon, and
winter. Summer from April to June is the hottest season with temperatures ranging from 32C to
45C. Monsoon extends from July to September with a slight drop in temperature but plenty of
rain. The post-monsoon period is from October to November where the lowest temperatures can
reach as low as 18C. From December to March is the cold season and the best time to visit
Rajasthan. Temperatures range from 15C-18C with little or no humidity.
Kerala: mostly has a tropical wet climate, which can be divided into three seasons. Summer is
from February to May and is generally hot and humid. Monsoon season begins in June till around
October or November. December to January holds the best weather for travel as it is cooler and
the rains have subsided.
Leh/Ladakh has a cold desert like climate with somewhat extreme conditions. summers bring in
harsh direct sunlight at such high altitudes while winters can get as cold as below freezing point.
Lowest ever recorded was -23C. May to August is the best time for tourists to enjoy the weather
and everything it has to offer.
Sikkim: has a very temperate climate with enjoyable 5 seasons. Depending on the location and
altitude, the weather can vary. In Summer, the lowest temperatures reach 13C up to 28°C while
in winter Temperature between 0C to 13C. The monsoon season hits around June to September.

Food
Meals are included in the itinerary where B = breakfast, L = lunch, and D = dinner. Any special
dietary requirements can also be catered for as well. Please let us know at the time of booking.

Drink
Keeping you completely hydrated is a job we take very seriously. Cold water and energyrestoring drinks are included in the tour price while riding. Soft drinks and other beverages during
meals are not included. Beer and alcohol are available, but NOT included in the price.

Solo Travelers
SpiceRoads does not require you to pay a surcharge for traveling alone. We will arrange for you
to share accommodation with another traveler of the same gender and if we can not match you
up we will provide a single room at no extra charge. If you prefer not to share a single
supplement is payable to guarantee your own room. The cost of the single supplement is listed
above.

Extra Expenses
We recommend that you tuck away a few extra dollars a day for incidentals. Included entrance
fees are those for the listed sites and national parks that are part of the itinerary. Any other site
fees are not included.

Money
The currency is the Indian rupee (Rs) and there are ATMs in major cities and most towns that take
international cards. However, we suggest that you withdraw money at the airport at the start of
your tour. During the tour, our guide will inform you of the ATM locations in different cities.

GENERAL BOOKING INFO
If this is the tour for you here's what you need to do to conﬁrm your place:

FLEXIBLE BOOKING CONDITIONS

Booking a SpiceRoads cycling adventure is easy and we try to do everything possible to make sure
you have full ﬂexibility and peace of mind. We do not require a deposit to hold your place on a tour
and once full payment has been made your money is protected in our client account and you have the
ﬂexibility to cancel or change your booking if needed.

CONFIRMING YOUR BOOKING
Just complete our online booking form or send your booking details ofﬂine (email or post), and
we will conﬁrm your participation. No deposit is needed to conﬁrm your place on a SpiceRoads
tour.
You are advised to read our Booking Conditions in full before you make your payment and
should you require further clariﬁcations of any of the conditions below, please email us or call
our ofﬁce.

TRIP STATUS
There is a minimum number of participants (usually 2) required to enable the trip to go ahead.
Once the minimum number is reached, the trip status will change from 'Available' to 'Guaranteed
to Depart'. Once a trip is guaranteed to depart you are free to book your ﬂights and make other
travel arrangements. If the trip status is ‘Limited’ will mean we have only a small number of
spaces available for booking. If you are unsure about the trip status, please email us or call our
ofﬁce.

BOOKING ONLINE
From the tour page, click the 'Book Now' link. All departures for this tour will appear, just select
the date you'd like to travel. For the next steps, you'll need to know the names of the people
travelling. If you wish you can also provide extra details such as passport numbers, height (for
bike hire), or you can add that later by logging into Manage My Trip (we'll set up an account for
you automatically if you don't already have one). Our system will contact you from time to time to
ﬁll in the missing information, as it will be required before departure. However, if the trip that you
are booking offers a child discount, you will have to ﬁll out the date of birth of each rider (so we
can calculate the appropriate discount).
If you are having any problems please send us an email, or give us a call (+66 026 3295) and
one of our travel specialists will assist you with your booking.

BOOKING OFFLINE
Just call us or send an email indicating which trip you want to join and we will happily send you a
list of questions and process your booking for you.

DEPOSITS AND PAYMENTS
We do not require a deposit or full payment to book a place for you on a tour.
The balance of the tour’s cost (ﬁnal invoice) will need to be paid 60 days before the departure
date with fees for any bicycle rental(s), single supplement(s) and extra hotel nights.
In the case where a booking is made when there are less than 60 days until the tour departure
date, the tour’s cost should be paid in full within 72 hours of receiving an invoice from
SpiceRoads. Payment can be made by credit card using our online payment gateway or by bank
transfer. When making payment online you will need to conﬁrm that you have read these booking
conditions during the "checkout" process, which equates to agreeing to the terms of services and
stipulations as indicated in this document.
In all cases, tour fees need to be paid “in full” before participation in a tour. No person(s) will be
allowed to join a tour without fully settling their invoice and receiving a conﬁrmation number from
SpiceRoads.
The exception can be made for last-minute miscellaneous fees that can be paid locally (visas,
additional local hotel bookings, etc.) can be settled on the day of arrival.

FULL FLEXIBILITY FOR TOUR CANCELATIONS
If the tour is cancelled or postponed by SpiceRoads because we didn't make the trip numbers
and the tour can’t run, we will make a full cash refund (by bank transfer or on your credit card).
If the tour is cancelled for any other reason, including due to Covid related travel restrictions, we
will give you a full credit (with no deductions for admin or any other small-print item) to use on
any SpiceRoads tour with no time limit. (Exceptions being ﬂights, special permits and other nonrefundable items and these will be advised when booking the trip).

Before paying for your tour, you can cancel your booking with no charge and up until 40 days
before departure, you can change your booking to another travel date or move your booking
onto another SpiceRoads tour with no charges.
If you need to cancel after you have made full payment, please see our cancellation policy.

Loyalty Riders Club
For those who have been on several long tours with us, we reward customer loyalty by offering repeat
customers a special discount off the tour price (excludes single supplement and bike rental). If this is
your fourth scheduled tour or more you will receive a 5% discount. If this is your eighth scheduled tour
or more we will extend a 10% discount. The discount will be reﬂected in your online booking, but
please contact us if any questions. Loyalty discounts cannot be used in conjunction with any other
offer. Note: Only tours of 7 days or more will be applicable for a loyalty discount.

International Flights
International ﬂights, to and from the start and ﬁnish points are not included in the tour price. Once your
tour is Guaranteed to Depart you can book your ﬂight. Please contact us for advice before arranging
ﬂights for the best arrival and departure times. We would only cancel a trip for an extreme
circumstance, but in that case, where we cancel your trip, we cannot be liable for losses incurred
relating to any ﬂight booking you have made. Please claim any losses from your travel insurance that
you acquired when you booked your holiday.

Newsletter
Our adventure travel e-newsletter is full of travel news, trip information, interesting stories and contests.
To avoid missing out on special offers and updates from SpiceRoads, be sure to subscribe.
The information in this document is given in good faith, and covers the average range of
conditions likely to be found on this trip. Please note that the itinerary is subject to change due to
unforeseen circumstances, however, we will always do our best to adhere to this original itinerary

FOLLOW US
CO N TACT U S
45 (Sub Soi Pannee) Soi Pridi Banomyong 26
Sukhumvit Soi 71 Klongtan Nua, Wattana
Bangkok, Thailand 10110
Tel: +66 (0) 2 026 3295
Email: info@spiceroads.com
Website: www.spiceroads.com

twitter.com/spiceroads
youtube.com/user/spiceroads
instagram.com/spiceroads
facebook.com/SpiceRoad

